Communication Skills and Tools
(How we will evaluate and share our learnings)  DRAFT V1
The reason for the project:

This is part of a bigger research program to help the world understand the value of the ecosystem services that rainforests provide to support life on our planet.   An overview of this program is described at  www.whirinakirainforest.info/ecosystem_services_value/  
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This cross curriculum program started with the water cycle and branched.  We don’t know at this stage where this program might lead us, but our intention is to share what we learn.  We use the Tipu Ake Rugby Scrum method. - Agile project learning tools to lead this.
That requires us to grow communication skills that go far beyond just what the education system calls literacy and numeracy competency.  We must be able to do most of these:   
1. Understand and share our inter-dependent place as a taonga  - ecoliteracy + resource  

2. Create and maintain web information  - eg see our program overview page
3. Create and maintain project documents  - eg Forest environment sensor station
4. Take and use photographs that clarify data in our publications and presentations
5. Create Videos to demonstrate our work – eg video for Brightsparks award
6. Create posters and storyboards to our program and work to public and our visitors 

7. Store our catchment data for sharing on our intranet or web  - eg weatherstation data
8. Use Excel spreadsheets and other tools to process data  eg Riverflow project 
9. Use creative arts eg carving , kapahaka, waiata, drama to help get our messages out

10. Create Powerpoint presentations for public / conference sessions

11. Do presentations for visitors in both English and Te Reo ( Maori)
12. Maintain personal and team reflection journals as evidence of learning

Coaching Scrum 1 - Capturing  Digital Images.

We thank Mia Scotti an intern from Italy with a passion for photography, who spent a fun time with us in November 2011, helping us be very creative in the way we take photos to convey messages, feelings and action.
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After Mia helped our tuakana (senior) class to teach us how cameras work and how we can make them work better for us, she left us with the following websites for more help.
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Coaching Scrum 2 -  Producing Videos 
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We thank Ariane M-Roberge, an intern from Quebec with strong Engineering and Physics skills who worked with us on the program in November 2011.  
In addition she helped our classes put together the You Tube video that we needed to support our entries for the 2011 Brightsparks awards.    Both our classes were awarded third place equal in their age group for the following items built up to support learning about PICAXE 
VIDEO Teina (Up to 12) Award  -  for earthquake detector

VIDEO Tuakana  (13-14) Award  - for community garden scarecrow 
This learning helps us grow the knowledge we need to make up and use special environmental monitoring equipment for our rainforest program.  
Video Archive:


We plan to use more video as evidence of our learning, sharing this on You Tube and DVDs.   We now have a large archive of video and images now directly accessible on our school server that we can use to support this.   (Copyright is assigned for all time to our place www.tewhaiti-nui-a-toi.maori.nz)        This video includes not just local school, community and Whirinaki footage, but also video and images from other places captured over the last decade by our Tipu Ake Organic Leadership Model and  Kaitiakitanga Program and Network  teams.  In addition to video on line on these sites, our school makes a number of DVD’s available for purchase by other schools and people interested in growing smarter practices for a sustainable future. 
Video and documentary production facilities:
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Much of the video above has been edited using Pinnacle Studio.
All stored video is  also accessible from our school computer room and school network by PCs using Windows Moviemaker, or by video editing / multimedia tools on Apple computers.  

Here are some useful web resources on moviemaking.
Access to a wide range of video / learning web resources
Coaching Scrum 3 -  Make our Research Program Poster 

We need to produce a poster on the Whirinaki research program to put up for the public:


1.  At the Canyon carpark visitor notice board to explain equipment on bridge (A4 vert)
2.. At the WEMZ  public notice board (to explain forest sensor equipment

3.  At the Te Whaiti turnoff visitor kiosk

4.  At the  Murupara and BOP DOC Offices and Information Centres

5.  At the Kura - to help students explain the program to visitors.

Some of the information that could be considered on this:
Pakeha Title:   Rainforest Ecosystem Services Value Research Program

Maori Title:   Talk about the koha the forest gives to support all life on our planet 




( don’t try to translate the pakeha words above)


Website:   www.whirinakirainforest.info/ecosystem_services_value 

Maori Art:  to show this is about Indigenous Maori Science Practices (Observation) 

Nature / forest trees leaves etc  to show this is about the ecosystem

Student  and Kura  photos: to show this is a school based kaitiakitanga program 

Water cycle overview picture.   



Catchment picture 
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Project Log:
Nov 2011 – We had volunteers Ariane M-Roberge a from Quebec  and Mia Scotti from Italy as  resident interms.  They helped plant the seeds of this project with our kura students over this term.
Intellectual Property:
This research program is carried out at our Kura to support broad student learning, longer term skill development and appropriate economic outcomes for our students and community.

It is a local school Board of Trustees supported program that is carried out totally outside our standard Ministry of Education Funding streams.  It is project based learning and encourages “Systems thinking” that spans many NZ curriculum areas. 
A wide range of interested local and external parties have generously provided koha in the form of time, resources, information, publicity (and in some cases direct funding)  to be important contributors to this program.
Sharing is one of the values that our kura holds close.   That means that our learning is freely shared on the web with anyone else in the world who is interested in using it for educational and ongoing learning purposes.  
People anywhere who get benefit from this program are invited to acknowledge it with a koha  (in any form) that allows us to accelerate it.   
Our kura and community objective is to have our place respected internationally as a place of rich learning based on traditional indigenous Maori values and knowledge 

All intellectual property generated by this program is protected under the provisions of  The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous people and The Treaty of Waitangi (1840)

All intellectual property is assigned to remain for all time at the Place Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi. Guarded by all future children’s of this place.

 © www.tewhaiti-nui-a-toi.maori.nz 
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